English 584: Teaching Practicum

Fall 2018
· Policy Statement – 2 

· Schedule – 5
· Assignments – 6
English 584: 20th Century American Literature
Fall 2018
Professor:  Matt King (he, him, his; more on pronouns here and here)
Email:  mrking@sbu.edu
Phone:  716.375.2457

Office Hours:
  W 1:30-4:30 and by appointment

Office Location:  Plassmann D6

Class Website: http://moodle.sbu.edu/
Class Texts

W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk

William Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury

Carson McCullers, The Member of the Wedding

Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man

Vladimir Nabokov, Lolita
Toni Morrison, Beloved

Other readings made available online as needed
Department Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of the graduate English program at St. Bonaventure University, graduates will be able to:

· contribute original arguments to the field of English and American literary studies;

· critique the history and relevance of critical theory in literature studies;

· apply bibliography and research methods commensurate with the expectations of academics in the profession of higher education;

· demonstrate critical reading and writing skills commensurate with the expectations of academics in the profession of higher education.

Course Description
Reading in Modern American fiction, with special emphasis on the novel. The course may cover modern classics as Hemingway and Faulkner or more strictly contemporary writers like Pynchon and Morrison. (American; 3 credit hours)
Course Goals
· Understand and apply critical and theoretical frameworks for identifying and interpreting 20th century American literature;

· Develop close reading skills for engaging with literary texts and competency in understanding, applying, and responding to literary criticism and scholarship;

· Produce an original argument by identifying a relevant question for conversations on 20th century American literature and/or specific works and effectively addressing this question through research and analysis.

Grading Policy
You will be graded on the following assignments this term:

• Reading Responses (2) - 20% 

• Research Report and Presentation - 20%
• Final Paper - 40%
• Weekly Notes and Participation - 20%
Attendance/Late work.  You should aim not to be absent from class or submit work late. If an emergency or other circumstance prevents you from attending class or submitting work on time, please let me know about the situation as soon as possible. Three or more absences will result in failure of the course.

+/- Grades. Plus and minus grades will be used in awarding final grades for this course. 
Paper Grades





Semester Average

A+ = 98.5
A = 95 

A- = 91.5 

93-100 = A 
90-93 = A- 

B+ = 88.5 
B = 85 

B- = 81.5 

87-90 = B+
83-87 = B 
80-83 = B- 

C+ = 78.5 
C = 75 

C- = 71.5

77-80 = C+
73-77 = C
70-73 = C-

D+ = 68.5 
D = 65

D- = 61.5 

67-70 = D+
63-67 = D
60-63 = D-

F = 55






Less than 60 = F

Academic Integrity
Academic dishonesty is inconsistent with the moral character expected of students in a University committed to the spiritual and intellectual growth of the whole person. It also subverts the academic process by distorting all measurements. It is a serious matter and will be dealt with accordingly. A list of unacceptable practices, penalties to be assigned, and procedures to be followed in prosecuting cases of alleged academic dishonesty may be found in the Student Handbook.

Students with Disabilities
Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Disability Support Services Office, Doyle Room 26, at 375-2066 as soon as possible to better ensure that such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. Documentation from this office is required before accommodations can be made.

Email
Email will serve as an official means of communication for this class. You are therefore required to check the email account you have registered with the university regularly. Please feel free to email me with your questions and concerns.

Title IX
Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to offenses against other protected categories such as race, national origin, etc. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources at the Health and Wellness Center or at the Campus Safety Office. For on-campus reporting, see the Title IX Coordinator (Sharon Burke, Director of Human Resources) and Residence Life Staff (RAs, RDs, and other professional staff). The University's policy and procedures regarding gender-based and sexual misconduct can be found online.

In the event of an emergency, call Campus Safety at 716-375-2525 or contact Nichole Gonzalez, Residential Living and Conduct, 716-375-2572, ngonzale@sbu.edu. Be aware that most university employees are mandated reporters.

Other Concerns
If you have any other concerns that affect your ability to succeed in this course – for example, affording costs related to the class, having regular shelter and food, dealing with mental health issues, etc. – please let me know, and I will do what I can to help.

Schedule
Week 1 – 8/27
Introduction to course

Week 2 – 9/3
Read The Souls of Black Folk
Week 3 – 9/10
Read The Sound and the Fury, first two sections (April Seventh, 1928 & June Second, 1910)
Week 4 – 9/17
Read The Sound and the Fury, last two sections (April Sixth, 1928 & April Eighth, 1928)
Week 5 – 9/24
Read The Sound and the Fury critical essays
Week 6 – 10/1
Read The Member of the Wedding
Week 7 – 10/15
Read Invisible Man, Prologue – Chapter 9
Week 8 – 10/22
Read Invisible Man, Chapter 10 – 17
Week 9 – 10/29
Read Invisible Man, Chapter 18 - Epilogue
Week 10 – 11/5
Read Lolita, Foreword and Part One
Week 11 – 11/12
Read Lolita, Part Two
Week 12 – 11/19
Read Beloved, Part One
Week 13 – 11/26
Read Beloved, Parts Two and Three
Week 14 – 12/3
Final Paper peer reviews.

Final revisions of papers due by Tuesday, December 11.
Reading Responses

These short assignments (700-1400 words) give us an opportunity to practice close reading and criticism. You should focus on one of our class readings, and your thinking should address the following prompts.

· For the text you are analyzing, pick a specific aspect to address in detail. You might focus on a particular passage or scene, a specific element of style or structure, a pattern of ideas, words, or phrases that connect across the text, or anything else that stands out.

· Analyze this aspect of the text by addressing what work it does in the text. How is this aspect significant? How does it contribute to larger themes or ideas developed in the text? How does it shape our understanding of what the text is about? What can we do with or learn about the text by focusing on this aspect?

· Make a connection between your analysis and some other point of reference. You could tie your thinking to another of our class texts, some part of our class conversations, or a theoretical or critical text.

As you address these prompts, you should aim to incorporate specific quotes from the text to support and develop your analysis. You should include appropriate in-text citations and include a works cited page as well (the works cited doesn’t factor into the word limit). Use MLA or APA.

Research Report and Presentation
Your report and presentation should focus on one of our class readings, and you should submit your report and give your presentation during one of the weeks we discuss the reading. This work can serve as the foundation for your final paper if you want to focus on the same reading for that assignment.

Your report will need to address at least three critical sources related to the class reading. JSTOR, Project Muse, and Google Scholar will be helpful sites to begin your research. I would particularly recommend using Google Scholar’s “cited by” feature to make connections between sources and to get a sense for a given source’s influence and reach. Your written report on these sources should include two parts:

· Introduction. Begin your report with a short overview (350-700 words) of the conversation around the class reading. What are the main questions, perspectives, and approaches that emerge from the research? How do these critical sources shape our understanding of the class reading overall?

· Annotated Bibliography. After the introduction, provide a citation and annotations for each source. Your annotations (350-700 words per source) should capture the source’s main argument and offer a sense for how it contributes to the critical conversation around the class reading. You are welcome to include quotes.

For the presentation, you should have a handout for the rest of us in class. This could be a copy of your research report, or it could be a different sort of handout that outlines the main points you want to make in your presentation. The presentation itself should be 8-15 minutes and cover the main points from your research report. You are also welcome to offer further thoughts and commentary on your research, what you found most helpful, and how the research shapes your thinking about the class reading. Beyond the presentation itself, your work will provide the main foundation for our class conversation that day, so we can continue discussing your work and research beyond the presentation itself.
Final Paper

Our final papers offer you an opportunity to build on your Research Report and Reading Responses to produce a more sustained and developed argument related to one or more of our class texts. There are two main approaches you can choose between.

Conference Paper

Conference presentations tend to be about 15-20 minutes, which translates to about 8-10 double-spaced pages. Conference papers tend to make big arguments even if they can’t fully support them due to time constraints. Or they tend to take a more narrow focus and zoom in on one question or aspect of a text. If you take this approach, your final paper should address the following prompts:

· Choose one or more of our class texts to focus on. Through your analysis of the text(s), you should aim to produce an argument that extends our understanding of the text. Your analysis should involve a close reading of the text while also drawing on critical scholarship.

· In terms of close reading, you should aim to address a series of words, lines, or passages from the text that form a larger pattern. By connecting these passages, you are helping us see a particular idea at work in the text.

· In terms of critical scholarship, your paper should incorporate at least three sources, even if only as part of a literature review. Your analysis and argument should substantially engage with at least one of those three sources. Your engagement with the source(s) should enhance your analysis in some way.

· Since conference papers are on the short side for academic papers, you need to make some big moves quickly: you need to set up the main topic or question you are addressing and capture the critical conversation or framework in your introduction; perform a close reading that draws our attention to specific aspects of the text in order to advance your analysis; and move from these passages to a larger argument.

Academic Article

Academic articles tend to be about 15-25 double-spaced pages. If you take this approach, your paper can be a little shorter or a little longer than this, but your work should be more developed than the conference paper approach. You will still be addressing the same prompts and challenges as above: engage with critical scholarship, perform a close reading to develop your analysis, and work toward a larger argument. The difference here is that you have more space to develop these aspects of your thinking.

The advantage of doing a conference paper is that it is shorter; the challenge is that you still need to be accomplishing the same moves, just more quickly. The advantage of doing the academic article is that you have more space to develop your thoughts; the challenge is that there will be more of a demand that you do develop your thoughts sufficiently.

Regardless of which approach you take, you should include appropriate in-text citations and include a works cited (MLA) or references page (APA).
